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126 WHAT IS E'CSTATIC 

UNITY?·  
DOROTHY  FOUGHT CENSORSHIP AND  

  TO PRESENT HER EXPLICIT VISIONS  
OF THE HUMAN SEXUAL  AND HER DESIRE  

TO '''UNNERVE WITH SIMPLICITY"  

'fiEXT - Ma ri e-So phie Mii .llel' 

... 

Perhaps the fac t that it ca n never 
properly be defined is what makes 
Dorothy Iannone 's art so explosive. 
Born in Boston in 1933, she was the 
long-term lover of Dieter Rot h and 
belonged to the Fl llX US comm unity 
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without ever being a Fl ux us arti st 
herself Her art is naive wit hout be-
ing innocent , corporeal an d inti-
mate wit ho ut being pornogr aphic, 

intellige nt but no n-academ ic. It's 
precise, obsessed wi th deta il and at 
the same time impulsive, and it 
o pera tes across diffe rent med ia . 
From 1968 Iannon e com b ined 
video a nd sound recordings wi th 
painting and scu lpt ure fo r he r 
"Sing ing Boxes" . Ano ther mi xed-
medi a w ork was " Aua, Aua" 
(1972) , with a so ng lamenting the 

loss ofher lover Dieter Roth. Mean-
wh ile a par ticu lar s trength of he r 
wor k is its literary component: the 
cool flatness of the two-dimension-
al body is brought to life by tender. 
p rec ise an d oft en ambig uo us or 
humorous lan g uage. wi tho ut the 
need for specific facial expressions. 
II al so oft en rem ains unclear who 
is actually speak ing , even as the 

words (ire virtua lly "tauooed" on 
to the figures. 

Equally id iosyncratic and play-
ful is Iaunones allocation of gender 
role s in her often sexually explicit 
representations of man and woman. 
In most ca ses. the woman is in the 
ce nt re. She is pro ud, s trong, femi-
nine, sensual and decidedly hetero-
se xual. Th ese are ero tic heroi nes: 
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